PIRITUAL ISSUES OF THE WAR 


‘This Pullen is - published For oadere’ at home and abroad by the Religions Division of the Ministry 


of Information, London, to elucidate the spiritual issues at stake in the war, and to provide informa- 
tion concerning the British Churches in wartime, as well as their contribution to post-war reconstruction. 


Number 236 - 


May 11th, 1944 


CHRISTIAN AFRICANS ON SERVICE IN EGYPT 


The Peterborough Diocesan Leaflet con- 
tains the following interesting account of 
ie with African troops in the Middle 
ast :— 
Amid all the beastliness of war, it is good 
sometimes to recall to mind some of the more 
pleasant incidents, and to us of the Suez 


Canal Area the presence of the East African . 


Christians among us was one of such. 

Our first sight was of some of these Black 
Troops inspecting the shop windows—never 
can such sights have delighted their eyes 
before, but this delight was increased when 
we asked them about their religion, and they 
were all eager to provide us with the neces- 
sary information; “I, C.M.S.”; “He, C.M.S.”; 
“He, Catholic’ was soon heard. A few could 
speak a little English, but most of our con- 
versation had to be done through an inter- 
preter. They became regular visitors at our 
Church and Hall, where they had a night a 
week to themselves. About 7 p.m. a lorry 
with a strange accompaniment would arrive 
at the door, and in would troop some 30-odd 
of these Black Christians with their heavy 
unfamiliar boots. It seemed to them, tired 
after their long day’s work, the height of 
luxury to be able to sit round with cups of 
tea and cakes, and then to smoke in leisure. 
Some kinds of cards were popular, and their 
own particular version of ping-pong and 
draughts—the latter seemed able to be played 
on both the black and white squares! But 

all of them really preferred to read their 

prayer books and sing their hymns, and 
always they ended their evening with a short 
service in the Church, and their deep rever- 
ence there brought home the power and the 
meaning of Christianity to these first genera- 
tion converts. 

- But there are two incidents in particular 
that stand out in our memory—the first was 


. : i 


Christmas Eve when we had a big party with 
carols, a fire, Christmas tree and mince pies, 
at which all the Services were represented, 
as well as civilians, British and Greek school 
boys, and the Black Troops joined in with 
the carols—true, they sang in their respec- 
tive dialects such carols as they knew and 
their time was a little slower, but there was 
no doubt about their complete happiness in 
entering into the joy of Christmas. At the 
end, they insisted upon singing “While 
Shepherds Watched” entirely on their own. 

Secondly, one evening after much diffi- 
culty, we at last managed to get them to the 
Hall once more, but the Air Raid Alert went 
just as they were due to go, so into the 


Church they went with their English Chap- 


lain, who was visiting them. Some minutes 
later we joined them to find them all in 
prayer upon their knees and they later be- 
guiled the time by singing in their different 


’ dialects and tribal tunes, and in telling native 


stories. 

From such simple folks, we—who have 
called ourselves Christians for so many 
generations—have much to learn in the way 
of devotion and thankfulness to God. These 


East Africans have indeed seen the Light and ~ 


they wished in Lent to repay those who had 
brought them to that Light, so a C.M.S. 
collecting box, in the form of a hut, was put 
in their mess. They contributed the largest 
sum of any, out of their very small pay, and 
mostly in the larger coins. They liked the 
box, for it was in the form of a hut; but they 
pointed out that many huts are now better 


oe ass 


built in their country. fees 


Much of the happiness of this Conpene 
was due to the Christian outlook of their C.O. 
and British N.C.O.s, one a member of the 
Salvation Army. 

It should be added that in a dangerous 
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hes 


emergency their conduct on are won high ~ : 
praise, and their relations with their British 


comrades were excellent. 


BRITISH BIBLE SOCIETY’S CONTRIBU- 
TION TO EUROPEAN CHRISTIAN 
RECONSTRUCTION 


Owing to shortage of paper in this country, 
and the clamant need for Scriptures on the 
Continent, the British and Foreign Bible 
Society, with the American Bible Society, 
have made arrangements to print the follow- 
ing Scriptures in Sweden, for immediate 
post-war needs: 25,000 French Bibles, 50,000 
French Testaments, 25,000 Czech Bibles, 
50,000 Czech Testaments, 5,000 Estonian 
Bibles, 10,000 Estonian Testaments, 10,000 
Greek Testaments, 5,000 lLettish Bibles, 
10,000 Lettish Testaments, 25,000 Polish 
(Danzig) and 25,000 Polish (Wujek) Testa- 
ments, 10,000 Roumanian Bibles, 20,000 
Roumanian Testaments, 25,000 Serbian 
Bibles, 50,000 Serbian Testaments. The 
Treasury has allowed the British Society to 
transmit to Sweden its share of the cost. 
This combined effort is one of the many 
examples of Anglo-American Christian Co- 
operation, and also augurs well for Britain’s 
share in the Christian Reconstruction on the 
Continent. 

At the Annual Meeting of the Society, held 
in London on May 8rd, and addressed by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and Dr. Nathaniel 
Micklem, Dr. J. R. Temple, a Secretary of 
the Society, reported that the income during 
the year had risen by £59,000 to £438,367 
and that a great part of a special sum of 
£200,000, earmarked for reconstruction work 
in Europe, had already been raised. 


“WHEN THEY COME HOME” 


Church Plans For Forces’ Return 


A sign of the increasing interest of Church 
leaders in the welcome which the Church 
will eventually give to the men and women 
returning from the Services to civilian life is 
seen in a pamphlet produced for use in the 
Diocese of Leicester, “When They Come 
Home.” It is a Report of a Committee 
appointed by the Bishop of Leicester on “the 
Hallowing of Home Life with thanksgiving 
for re-union after the war.” Those who have 
produced the document are anxious that 
acknowledgment should be made to an article 
written by the Rev. P. B. (Tubby) Clayton 
in the Toc H Journal. This drew attention 


to plans which were under consideration at . 


the end of the last war, but which never 
matured owing to the sudden ending of 
hostilities. 


‘The Leicester Committee, 


fronting the Church. 
The Report stresses the very different 


home environments to which men of varying - 
age and experience will be returning, some 


returning to wives and families, some to 


their wives with whom they have never had — 


the opportunity of setting up a home, some to 
parents’ homes, lodgings, etc. All these cases 
will need sympathetic and understanding 
consideration. 

Under the heading “Immediate Prelimin- 


ary Preparation,” the Report suggests that — 
contact should be made forthwith with the — 


. beginning from | 
Mr. Clayton’s article, have considered care-— 


fully some aspects of the problem now con-~ ; 


if 


heads of Chaplains’ Services in the various | 


Forces with a view to the men in the Forces — 
learning a little as to what the Church has in 


mind. The Report urges correspondence © 
between home Clergy and men and women ° 


away in the Forces, especially urging that — 
such correspondence should look towards the - 


eventual return of those in the Services to 
home life: 


The Report urges that a home Parochial - 
Church Councils and Church organisations - 
should make their plans so that parishioners ~ 


who have been on service will find plans for 


their reception already in being when the — 


time for return eventually comes. 

Stress is laid on the importance which 
home Clergy should attach to keeping in 
touch with the mind and thought of the men 
and women in the Services. 
should be made to benefit from the experience 
of Chaplains and others who are in daily 
contact with the Services. 

The Report then goes on to make sugges- 
tions for special services, of varying length 
and formality, suitable for use after the: 
return of the troops—in their own homes, in 
parish Churches, and at larger and more 
formal occasions where a whole district could 
join in thanksgiving and re-dedication. 

Actual services, /prayers and biddings are 
provided. 

The Report is not intended for general 
circulation, but a limited number of copies 
is available (price 1/-) from Messrs. Barker 
& Co., 19, Wellington Street, Leicester. 


NAZI REPLY TO DUTCH PASTORAL 


The Pastoral Letter summarised in Spirit- _ 


ual Issues No. 234 (which has aroused. con- 
siderable interest in Great Britain) produced 
a strong reaction on the part of the small 
group of Dutch Nazis who replied through 
the columns of Algemeen Handelsblad. We 
print the article.in order that our readers 
may have a picture of the vigour and violence 


Every effort 


vi be ofhie the Spiritual’ eee of these 
imes is being fought out in occupied 
‘countries. The Nazi article follows: . 

The General Synod and the Nederlandsche 
dervormde Kerk (Dutch Reformed Church) 
some weeks ago sent a second pastoral letter 
o church councils, giving enlightenment 
vbout Christian faith and National-Social- 
sm, which said that the Church “wanted to 
nake people see this relation in correct pro- 
jortions. Every church council, church offi- 
ial, parish member and confirmation candi- 
late must know what the issue is.” A vain 
ittempt has been made to keep the pastoral 
etter from the wrong hands, but the Synod 
an be quite certain that even National- 
Socialist circles have read attentively this 
yastoral letter, which might better be called 
1 lampoon. We wonder whether the Church 
s willing to accept everything which the 
synod writes in her name. A small group 
yf adherents of the Marxist theologian Karl 
3arth have seized leadership within the 
tervormde Church and have thus succeeded 
n making the highest council of the Church 
nto a mouthpiece for Barth’s anti-National- 
Socialism. 

It is impossible to quote the whole pastoral 
etter. After a short introduction, it states 
n the first paragraph under the title 
‘Another God”: “The first and decisive fact 
vhich must be said about the relations be- 
ween Christian faith and National-Socialism 
s that National-Socialism professes another 
zod than the God of the Holy Scriptures; 
t seeks other salvation than salvation by 
Jesus Christ and in practice it realises itself 
n a religious life which is absolutely con- 
rary to a life of faith in Christ through the 
Holy Spirit.’” Formerly the Synod spoke 
ibout “‘a’”’ National-Socialism, thereby keep- 
ng the back door open, but now everything 
s treated alike and every National-Socialist 
las now been proclaimed an idolator. We 
Shristians who are also National-Socialists 
snow now what clergymen have been told to 
reach to their congregations about us and 
yur souls. The Synod should not forget that 
Shrist and St. Paul themselves were called 
estilences and blasphemers by the Pharisees 
ind Seribes. The anathema of the Synod 
und the voice of God in the Gospel are two 
lifferent things! The Synod would like us 
0 leave, but we who love our Church will not 
lo this. 

The pastoral letter’s second paragraph 
‘Another Morality” is in the same style as 
he first. In the third paragraph “Anti- 
Semitism,” the Scriptures are violated in 
such a way, and facts so distorted that we 
an clearly see that réligion has deteriorated 
ind we hear the Synod plead as advocatus 


Wiabol. 


We see here to what heresy un- 
fathomable and unlimited hate can lead: 
“This other God and other morality can be 
most sharply recognised in Anti-Semitism: 
The Church cannot diguise from herself that 
even in this respect the written enlighten- 
ment of the congregation is urgently neces- 
sary.” In this enlightenment it is stated: 
“The fact that God has a case against Jews 
does not mean that we(?) who by nature are 


heathens also have a case against them.’ 


This in itself is quite correct. But we see 
here that the Synod has become entangled 
in its own arguments and reasoning. Because 
if National-Socialism does not know and 
even dislikes the real God, how can anyone 
say that National-Socialism started the fight 
against Jewry because National-Socialism 
believed it is helping God in his case? (Sit 
vema verbo.) The Synod knows that meas- 
ures taken against Jews were not taken be- 
cause of God’s case against the Jews, but 
because of the account which the European 
peoples must settle with Jews. But the Synod 
refuses to see this and uses this as a means 
of incitement against National-Socialists. 
The Synod teaches a notion which is opposed. 
to the Scriptures: “Some people do not 
understand clearly enough that Israel al- 
though it did not recognise Jesus as the 
Messiah, is much more closely related to us 
in origin and faith than the heathendom 
which has constituted itself as Israel’s flail.” 
We must read and reread this sentence and 
understand where hate and blindness have 
led the Synod of ‘a Christian Church! 
Paragraphs follow about “Blood and Soil,” 
“State,” “Irreconcilable “contrast,” the one 
even more confused and amateurish than the 
other. Hoedemaker is attacked because of 
his statement that “Every nation is a thought 
of God,” but Hoedemaker was no democrat 
and no adherent of the right state. From 
the paragraph “People” it is worth noting 
that “the National-Socialist religious com- 
munity is a community with its own hier- 
archy of authorities, headed by the Mediator 
figure of the leader.”’ It would be in vain if 


we emphatically requested the blinded Synod # 


to spare us such jokes about a Leader, and 
not to blaspheme against the Saviour. 

In the sixth paragraph we read that the 
Government which rules according to Na- 
tional-Socialist principles cannot be recog- 
nised as a servant of God. In covert and 
religious terms this is a direct incitement 
against the Occupying Power. The eighth 
paragraph “Supervision and Discipline” deals 
with a “question of the utmost practical im- 
portance: what our Church must do about 
open adherents of the National-Socialist 
heresy in her midst. This is a very delicate 


Bp er ee ee : 


25 mu 
aways treat in a spirit of pen 
However incomprehensible such deviation _ 
may seem to the Church authorities, and_ 
however much it may burden them to come 
into contact with dissenters—also because 
this contact may perhaps involve some 
danger and will certainly have some conse- 
quences . . .” the Synod decrees that re- 
fusal to christen children of parents belong- 
ing to a National-Socialist organisation 
should not be applied. The refusal of the 
Church’s blessing after a civil marriage is 
discouraged, but the Synod advises Church 
Councils: “It may be difficult to find a clergy- 
man willing to conduct such a ceremony. In 
any case they should make the condition that 
all demonstrations of uniform banners and 
the Germanic salute must be omitted.” The 
Synod continues: “Holy Communion is a 
much more complicated problem. It may not 


be refused to National-Socialists but they 


must be seriously advised against it.” This 
has the advantage. “that in this way the 
Church Council therefore does not have to 
make a written administrative punishment 
for the person concerned. In the present 
situation there is ground for suspicion that 
such a paper may be used for other purposes. 
The Synod also desires that confirmation 
candidates infected with National-Socialism 
should be seriously advised against confirma- 
tion.” 


CHURCH LEADERS’ APPEAL FOR 
WHITSUNTIDE PRAYER 


British Church leaders, acting under the 
auspices of the World’s Evangelical Alliance, 
have issued a call to United Prayer in con- 
nection with the coming Whitsun Festival. 
The signatures include the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland, and the 
Moderator of the Free Church Federal 
Council, as well as many other distinguished 


clerical and lay leaders of the Churches. In ~ 


response to a special request we are printing 


- the text of the appeal. 


“The approach of Whitsuntide recalls the 
Christian Church to the secret of her life— 
her enduement with the Holy Spirit. Once 
more there comes before her view the scene 
in which men and women, uniting in Prayer 
received a baptism of power and love which 
drew them into a deep spiritual fellowship 
and prepared them for great evangelistic 
ministries. 

“Tt was not an easy world to which they 


_ Were commissioned; it was a world in which 


the nations knew not God and gave their 
strength to false deities, selfish ambitions 
and fleshly lusts. Yet in that world in which 
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- against its Maker. "The sin sof mae h 


. witness? Is not God calling her once more 


‘to the Kingdom of our Saviour and Lord! — 


Whit-Sunday, May 28th.” 


re th 
forming victories because 
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brought upon him untold misery and t 
foundations of Christian civilisation a 
threatened. Millions are waiting in wea 
ness and sorrow for some healing, rectifyi 
word which will make life new. Many loo 
forward to the end of war and the recon: 
struction of society, but the Christian kno 
that right and truth and freedom and 
brotherhood can be established only with t 
rule of Christ. 
“Has the Church the spiritual glow a 
passion that can enable her to present effec 
tively the Gospel of the Redeemer? Does she 
not need a new baptism of the Holy Spiri 
quickening her life and giving success to he 


to His feet? . 
“In this hour of historic crisis when the 
destinies of nations are trembling in the bal- 
ance, we appeal to our fellow-Christians in ) 
every land to wait on God in believing and — 
earnest Prayer that He will make bare His © 
arm and by His grace draw the hearts of the 
people in penitence and faith to Himself. 

“EHivery true revival has begun in Prayer. 
In the days of Wesley and Whitefield, of 
Radcliffe and North and Weaver, of Moody, ~ 
Spurgeon, and Hay Aitken this was clearly | 
seen. God is not changed to-day. Still stands © 
the gracious word of our Saviour :—‘If ye 
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto your’ children, how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to them that ask Him?’ ; 

“Can we refrain from ‘asking’ Him? And 
the prayer of faith, answered in spiritual © 
enrichment, will inspire the telling forth 
anew, in sermon, class and personal converse, | 
of the message which changes men’s lives. 
We shall enter into the spirit of the Apostle | 
who wrote, ‘Woe is unto me if I preach not | 
the Gospel.’ ; 

“Never was there greater need than now — 
to proclaim the urgency of the new birth — 
Men can be at peace only when in harmony ~ 
with God, and that can be only when a | 
change of heart has made all things new. — 
Let us ask a great thing of God, even the } 
winning of a multitude throughout the earth 


“As representatives of sister Churches 
recognising the power of Christian unity, | 
and the need for its manifestation at the f 
present time, we express the hope that this — i 
Call to Prayer will be widely responded to, | 
and be read in Churches and Restaagor he on ' 


